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Blakes
Defense

The Toms founder sounds off
on thespeech that createda
firestorm. sy e weLHEMER

lake Mycaskie builta business niding
waves of adecabion from the public
and the press, but the Toms Shoes
founder learned last week thetide can
change quickly

Mycoskie, aregular oo the speaking dreuit,
ignited controversy after headlining an evertin
Irvine, Calif, for Focus ca the Family, aright-
wing religicus group that has rudled against gays.
As word speead of the speech, which occurred
ca June 20 and i slated focradio broade ast, the
blogosphere lit up, with angered fans calling foc
a boyoott of Toms merchandise and demanding
the young entrepreneur explain his decisicn

*“When I acceptanivitation fora pab-

Lic speaking engagement, my purpase isto
share the Toons stocy and cur gnving missicn,”
Myvaskie tald Footwwaar News in an exclusive
inberview. “In no way do I believe this means [
endarse every single aspect of that arganmation.
That may be naive, and you may disagree, but it
is my sincere bebief.”

Mycoskie, notably humbled and embarrassed
by the scandhl, said a*senies of mustakes” Jed to
the misstep and that going forward the five-
year-cld company woald implement a moce-
thorough vetting process.

Despite the public cutrage, Mycoskie and
retailers said business hasn't been hurt.

Tarek Hassan, co-owner of The Tanmery, said
sales of Tams Shoes coatinue to be bealthy and
growing, “Sales have not been affected atall”
be sxd. *Tdan't think Blakos was aware cfwho
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